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Prof. Dr. Johann Helmut Brandstétter is the Head of
Institute for Animal Physiology at the Department of
Biology of the Friedrich-Alexander-University Erlangen-
Nurnberg. From his earliest publications, he specialized
in studying on the synaptic transmission at the
photoreceptor synapse. Prof. Brandstatter is one of the
leaders in the field whose contributions represent
important milestones in the new understanding of signal
processing in the retina. Among his contributions is the
discovery of an alternative pathway for rod signals
which bypasses the rod bipolar cells. Moreover, he
contributed greatly to an understanding of the function
of the ribbon synapse of photoreceptors as he
unraveled the interactions between the essential
proteins Bassoon and RIBEYE. His current research
projects include studies of synaptopathies in
neurological disorders and neurodegenerations.
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