Lisa, Student of English language, Minsk State Linguistic University, Belarus
The virus didn’t change almost anything in my life, except for the fact that our friends are
very cautious and don’t want to meet in real life. But there were some weeks when all the
streets looked quite abandoned, so we liked walking in the evenings.
When we went to a shop we once asked a shop assistant, if there were people who bought
products in advance as people in other countries do. She smiled and said that there was only
one man who bought 10 kilos of salt, nothing else. Speaking about shops - there was lack of
fresh fruit and vegetables, which disappointed me a lot. All the prices have risen twise or
even more for some products!
The positive experience was that people can work from home with no harm to the economy
and salaries. And all the universities started working online. It’s something absolutely new
for our system.
The negative experience for me was only one: our university wanted to control everyone
and everything. All the tutors had to give their email addresses to dean’s offices to let them
control students. When you study in a normal way you always can skip a lecture or not do
your homework — it’s absolutely your business. The only thing that will suffer is your final
mark. Fortunately their control was forgotten after some time and we could work normally.
The only thing I miss is sane people. During the pandemic I saw lots of both funny and sad
examples of how people cannot sort out the information. They follow everything they’re
said. Lots of people believed information from all the sources no matter how authoritative
they were. I’m very disappointed with it.
After the pandemic I want to continue my life as it was. Of course I will make some changes,
but they aren’t connected with the end of pandemic, it’s just a new step of my life.

