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PhD Student Position in Plant Development 

 
The van der Linde lab at the University of Regensburg is looking for a highly motivated PhD 
student to investigate how cell fate is established during male germline initiation in maize. 

Unlike animals, plants establish their germline late in development. In developing maize anthers, 
a small population of initially undifferentiated cells becomes specified as male germline. The 
project aims to uncover the molecular mechanisms controlling this developmental decision using. 

The project is part of the DFG Research Unit FOR 5235 “Cereal Stem Cell Systems (CSCS): 
Establishment, Maintenance and Termination”, providing a highly collaborative research 
environment and excellent networking opportunities. 
 
Your project 

• Investigate molecular mechanisms controlling cell-fate specification in maize anthers. 
• Design and independently conduct molecular, genetic, biochemical and imaging 

experiments. 
• Analyze and integrate molecular and developmental data.  
• Develop your own hypotheses and scientific ideas within the project. 
• Present your research at international conferences and publish your findings. 

 
Your profile 

• an excellent MSc degree in biology, molecular biology, biochemistry, plant sciences or a 
related discipline; 

• a strong background in molecular biology, genetics, biochemistry and/or cell biology; 
• enthusiasm for experimental plant biology and fundamental questions in development; 
• critical thinking, scientific independence and creativity; 
• good written and spoken English. 

 
Experience with plant molecular biology, imaging, or biochemistry is advantageous but not 
required. 
 
We offer 

• An ambitious and supportive research environment with close scientific supervision. 
• Freedom to develop your own scientific ideas. 
• State-of-the-art plant growth, molecular biology, proteomics, and imaging facilities. 
• National and international collaborations through FOR 5235. 
• Structured doctoral training through the RIGeL Graduate School. 
• Salary according to TV-L E13 (50-65%). 

 
The University of Regensburg is located in a vibrant university city with more than 30,000 
students and a UNESCO World Heritage historic centre. 
 
Application 

Please send a single PDF containing your motivation letter, CV, Bachelor’s and Master’s 
transcripts, and contact details of two academic referees to: Karina van der Linde (karina.van-
der-linde@ur.de) 

Applications will be considered until the position is filled. 

The University of Regensburg is committed to equity and diversity and actively promotes equal 
opportunities. The University seeks to raise the number of women in research and therefore 
encourages qualified female academics to apply for the position. Applicants with disabilities will 
be given preference in cases of essentially equal suitability. 
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