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Sprechstunden Summer Term 2026 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Registration for office hours is obligatory! 
Please send an email 
firstname.lastname@ur.de to register 
beforehand and make arrangements!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Office hours Room PT Phone: 943- 

BLAZAN, Prof. Dr. Sladja 
(Interim Chair) 

Tuesday, 2:00-3:00pm 
(via Zoom) 

Zoom 3478 

DEPKAT, Prof. Dr. Volker 
Tuesday, 2:00–3:00pm 
Thursday, 1:00–2:00pm 3.2.71 3476 

HEBEL-BAURIDL, Dr. Birgit  Thursday, 4:00-5:00pm 3.2.85 3509 

DEXL, Dr. Carmen Wednesday, 11:00–noon  3.2.70 3475 

BITTL, Rye Wednesday, 4:00–5:00pm 3.2.83 3507 

DÖHRER, Marte Tuesday, 2:00-3:00pm 3.2.83 3507 

JANZEN, Marike tba 3.2.87 tba 

IRIZARRY, Brianna  tba 3.2.88 1809 

GEBAUER, Dr. Amy Monday, 12:15–2:00pm 3.3.88 3429 

STETLER, Dr. Julia 

Tuesday by appointment 
(Zoom) 
 
Thursday, 10:00–11:00am 
(in person)  
 

3.2.88 1809 
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Amerikanistik (American Studies) 

Lectures 
35800 Introduction to American Studies Blazan 
Module: AMST-M14.2 (1.0), BRST-M14.2 (1.0), ENGYM-M14.2 (1.0), ENHS-M16.1b (1.0), ENLI-M14.2 (1.0), ENRS-M14.2 (1.0) 

Vorlesung, SWS: 1, ECTS: 1 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Di wöch. 13:00 14:00 c.t. 14.04.2026 14.07.2026   Blazan Lecture will take place 

online 

 

Please note that the exam will be an on-campus (!) electronic exam. Exam date: Tuesday, July 
14, 2026; 8am-1pm (three groups; writing time 45mins.). Please register in EXA/LSF for the lecture 
course. Please note that in order to be able to take the final exam students also need to be 
registered in FlexNow.  

The lecture course surveys the interdisciplinary field of American Studies and provides an overview 
of materials, resources, issues, areas of study, and theories. Individual sessions will give introductory 
accounts of North American geography, demographic developments and U.S. immigration 
history, major issues and coordinates of North American and U.S. history, the political system of the 
U.S., American ideologies and identity constructions, the religious landscape of the U.S., 
multilingualism and language politics in North America. 
Credit requirement: final exam: Tuesday, July 14, 2026, 8am–1pm (45 mins), see above.  
Course texts: Hebel, Udo. Einführung in die Amerikanistik/American Studies. Stuttgart: Metzler, 2008. 
Print. Bronner, Simon J., ed. Encyclopedia of American Studies. Johns Hopkins UP, 2014. Web. 

 

35801 American Literary History Hebel-Bauridl 
Module: AMST-M13.3 (4.0), AMST-M16.2 (4.0), BRST-M13.3 (4.0), ENGS-M13.2b (4.0), ENGS-M22.2b (4.0), ENGYM-M13.3 (4.0), 

ENHS-M13.2b (4.0), ENHS-M22.2b (4.0), ENLI-M13.3 (4.0), ENRS-M13.3 (4.0),  
Vorlesung, SWS: 2, ECTS: 4 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mi wöch 10:00 12:00 ct 15.04.2026 15.07.2026   Hebel-Bauridl Video lectures and 

handouts will be made 
available weekly at the 
time indicated. 

 
Please note that the exam will be an on-campus (!) electronic exam. Exam date Wednesday, July 
15, 2026; 1pm–7 pm (four groups; writing time 60mins.). Please register in EXA/LSF for the lecture 
course. Please note that in order to be able to take the final exam students also need to be 
registered in FlexNow. 
 
Please also note that in the summer term of 2026 “American Literary History” will take place in an 
online and asynchronous format. 
 
The lecture course surveys the history of American literature: from indigenous traditions to a critical 
perspective on European explorations, settler colonialism, and slavery; to the American 
Revolution, the Early Republic and cultural nationalism; to reformatory movements, women’s 
movements, and abolitionism; to Realism and Naturalism; to Modernism, the Lost Generation, and 
the Harlem Renaissance; to the postmodern era, cultural pluralism, the Beat Generation, and the 
Civil Rights movement; to the present. Embedding literary history in larger dynamics of cultural and 
political developments, the lecture course discusses verbal texts alongside further forms of cultural 
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expression such as images, performances, or spaces. It challenges eurocentric dynamics in literary 
and cultural history; offers a historicized perspective on the non/canonization of marginalized 
artists such as women and BIPoC identities; considers past and present politically, socially, 
culturally, literary reformatory impulses; and takes into account recent developments in literary 
and cultural theory in general and in American Studies in particular. 
Credit requirement: Final exam: Wednesday, July 15, 2026; 1pm–7pm, see above. 
Recommended reading: Baym, Nina, et al., eds. The Norton Anthology of American Literature. 8th 
ed. 5 vols. New York: Norton, 2012. Print. 
 

35805 Them VL “The Problem of Imperialism in U.S. History” Depkat 
Module:   ENGYM-M32A.1 (4.0), AMST-M32.1 (4.0), AMST-M23.3 (4.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1(7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0). 

Vorlesung, 2 SWS 

 

 

 
Due to the course of U.S. foreign policy under President Trump, everybody seems to be talking 
about American imperialism these days. While the issue of imperialism most certainly is back, it is 
no new topic in U.S. history and historiography. Debates about whether there is, was, or ever has 
been an American imperialism, what defines the character of a specifically American imperialism 
(in contrast to European imperialisms), the American Way of Empire, and the connection between 
American values and U.S. expansion are rich, complex, and controversial. Taking U.S. history from 
the American Revolution to Donald Trump into consideration, the lecture will critically examine 
and reflect on the problem of imperialism in U.S. history. We will discuss topics such as Thomas 
Jefferson’s idea of an "Empire of Liberty," the Manifest Destiny exceptionalism of westward 
expansion, the U.S.’ economic penetration of overseas markets in the last third of the nineteenth 
century, the American Cold War empire of the twentieth century, and the problem of imperialism 
under the auspices of globalization and the ‘War on Terror.’ 
Recommended readings: William Earl Weeks, Dimensions of the Early American Empire, 1754-
1865 (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2013); Walter LaFeber, The American Search for Opportunity, 
1865-1913 (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2013); Akira Iriye, The Globalizing of America, 1913-
1945 (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2013); Warren I. Cohen, Challenges to American Primacy, 1945 
to the Present (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2013); Jasper Trautsch, The Genesis of America: U.S. 
Foreign Policy and the Formation of National Identity, 1793-1815 (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 
2018); Mary Nolan, The Transatlantic Century: Europe and the United States, 1890-
2010 (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2012); John L. Gaddis, We Now Know: Rethinking Cold War 
History (Oxford: Oxford UP, 1997); Odd A. Westad, Cold War: A World History (New York: BasicBooks, 
2019). 
Credit requirement (for BA, LA): final exam tba. 
Credit requirement (for MEAS): final exam tba 

Tag Rhyth. von bis Zeit Beginn Ende Grupp
e 

Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 

Mi wöch 8:30 10:00 s.t. 15.4.2026 15.07.2026  H13 Depkat  

American Cultural History 
35810 American Cultural History Depkat, Bittl, Stetler 
Module: AMST-M14.4 (4.0), BRST-M14.4 (4.0), ENGS-M14.2 (4.0), ENGYM-M14.4 (4.0), ENHS-M14.2 (4.0), ENHS-M16.2b (4.0), ENLI-

M14.4 (4.0), ENRS-M14.4 (4.0) 
Seminar, SWS: 2, ECTS: 4, Max. Teilnehmer: 20 pro Gruppe 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Di wöch. 10:00 12:00  14.04.2026 14.07.2026 Alle 

Gruppen 
H17 Depkat  
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Di  wöch 12:00 13:00 c.t. 14.04.2026 14.07.2026 Gruppe 1 ZH 4 Bittl  

Di wöch 13:00 14:00 c.t. 14.04.2026 14.07.2026 Gruppe 2 ZH 4 Bittl  

Di wöch 16:00 17:00 c.t. 14.04.2026 14.07.2026 Gruppe 3 ZH 6 Bittl  

Mi Wöch 09:00 10:00 s.t. 15.04.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 4 ZH 4 Steger  

Mi wöch. 10:00 11:00 s.t. 15.04.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 5 ZH 4 Stetler  

Mi wöch. 11:00 12:00 s.t. 15.04.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 6 ZH4 Stetler  

Mi wöch 12:00 13:00 c.t. 15.04.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 7 ZH4 Stetler  

Mi wöch. 13:00 14:00 c.t. 15.04.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 8 ZH 4 Stetler  
Do wöch 11:00 12:00 c.t. 16.04.2026 16.07.2026 Gruppe 9 ZH 6 Depkat  

 
Drawing on a broad range of textual, visual, and audiovisual materials, the course will give an in-
depth overview over the cultural, social, and political history of the U.S. from the earliest European 
encounters with the ‘New World’ to contemporary interpretations of what ‘America’ might mean 
for different groups inside and outside of the U.S. We will cover a broad range of cultural and 
historical issues, including ideological interpretations of American landscapes and spaces, 
attitudes toward demographic developments and immigration, controversies about the U.S.-
American political-economic system and foreign policy, the plurality of the American religious 
landscape, and multilingualism and the diversity of cultural traditions in North America to 
familiarize students with materials, areas of study, and theoretical approaches in the 
interdisciplinary field of American Studies and their significance for the study of American cultural 
history. The course is organized into a two-hour lecture outlining the major problems, contexts, and 
trajectories of the individual session topics, and a one-hour seminar that will deepen the 
knowledge gained in the lecture and do in-depth work with selected textual, visual, and 
audiovisual materials.  
Credit requirement: final exam for participants of all sections of this class on Tuesday, July 14, 2026, 
10am–12pm.  
Course materials: weekly readings; Hebel, Udo. Einführung in die Amerikanistik/American Studies. 
Stuttgart: Metzler, 2008. Print. 
Recommended history textbooks: Depkat, Volker. Geschichte Nordamerikas: Eine Einführung. 
Köln: Böhlau, 2008. Print. ---. Geschichte der USA. Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 2016. Print. Boyer, Paul S., 
et al. The Enduring Vision: A History of the American People. 8th ed. Boston: Wadsworth, 2014. Print. 

Introduction to English and American Literary Studies 
35815 Introduction to English and American Literary Studies Blazan, Dexl, Bittl, 
Module: AMST-M13.1 (4.0), AMST-M16.1 (4.0), ENGS-M13.1 (4.0), ENGYM-M13.1 (4.0), ENHS-M13.1 (4.0), ENLI-M13.1 (4.0), ENRS-

M13.1 (4.0)  
Seminar, SWS: 3, ECTS: 4, Max. Teilnehmer: 20 pro Gruppe 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Do wöch. 10:00 12:00 c.t. 16.04.2026 16.07.2026 Alle 

Gruppen 
 Blazan Lecture will take place 

online 
Mi wöch. 12:00 13:00 c.t. 15.04.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 1 PT 2.0.4 Dexl  
Mi wöch. 13:00 14:00 c.t. 15.04.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 2 PT 2.0.4 Dexl  
Mi wöch. 18:00 19:00 c.t. 15.05.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 3 ZH6 Bittl  

 
Please also note that the exam will be an on-campus (!) electronic exam. Exam date: Thursday, 
July 16, 2026; 10am–noon (one group, 90mins). Please register in EXA/LSF for the lecture course. 
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Please note that in order to be able to take the final exam, students also need to be registered in 
FlexNow. 

Please also note that in the summer term of 2026 the lecture portion (two hours) of the course 
“Introduction to English and American Literary Studies” will take place in an online and 
asynchronous format. All complementary one-hour seminars take place in person.  

 
The course ‘Introduction to English and American Literary Studies’ consists of a weekly lecture, and 
a one-hour seminar in which students will deepen their understanding of topics addressed in the 
lectures. This course meets twice a week: once on Thursday (lecture) and once on Tuesday or 
Wednesday (seminar), depending on the group in which you are enrolled (max. 20 participants 
per group). The course provides fundamental knowledge and skills necessary for the study of 
American literature. It introduces critical concepts such as ‘literature,’ ‘culture,’ and ‘text’; 
influential theoretical approaches and critical methods; problems of literary history, canonization, 
and periodization. The course covers a variety of literary texts, including representative examples 
of all major literary forms, and guides students in applying technical terms and concepts to the 
analysis of these texts. It also addresses strategies of research and writing. In the Lehramt programs, 
the course qualifies students for seminars in both British and American literature. Further course 
materials, mandatory readings, and course requirements will be announced in the first session.  
Credit requirement: final exam: Thursday, July 16, 2026, 10:00am–noon (90mins), see above. 
Required readings: Peter Barry, Beginning Theory: An Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory 
(Manchester UP); Michael Meyer, English and American Literature (Francke). Further readings and 
materials will be available on GRIPS.  
IMPORTANT: Students of the BA Amerikanistik must register for Introduction courses listed here under 
American Studies. Students of the BA Anglistik must register for the lecture run by Dr. Martin Decker. 
Students taking a Lehramt-degree or a BA in English Linguistics can register for either of these two 
lecture courses. 

Undergraduate Seminars in American Studies (formerly Proseminare) 
35820 American Literature I: From the Beginnings through the 19th Century Blazan  
Module: AMST-M16.3 (4.0), AMST-M22.1 (4.0), ENG-UF-WB (4.0), ENGYM-M23.2 (4.0) 
Proseminar, SWS: 2, ECTS: 4, Max. Teilnehmer: 20 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Di wöch. 08:00 10:00 c.t. 14.04.2026 14.07.2026 Gruppe 1  Blazan Seminar will take place 

online 
Di wöch. 10:00 12:00 c.t. 14.04.2026 14.07.2026 Gruppe 2  Blazan Seminar will take place 

onlien 

The course examines selected examples of American literature from pre-Columbian Native 
American documents through nineteenth-century literary writing. Taught in seminar format and 
based on reading, discussion, and active participation, the course places literary texts in their 
historical and cultural contexts. Readings include early exploration narratives and selected texts 
from colonial America, samples of nineteenth-century short fiction, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The 
Scarlet Letter, and selected poems by prominent authors, such as Walt Whitman and Emily 
Dickinson. Students are expected to read and actively prepare the assigned texts.  
Course requirement: oral presentation, incl. presentation handout and/or PowerPoint 
presentation.   
Credit requirement: an 8- to 10-page (3,500 to 4,500-word) research paper in English.  
Required text: Baym, Nina et al., eds. The Norton Anthology of American Literature. 8th ed. Vols. 
A, B, and C. New York: Norton, 2012. Print. Additional required texts will be announced in the first 
session. 
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35825 American Literature II: The 20th and 21st Centuries Döhrer   
Module: AMST-M16.3 (4.0), AMST-M22.2 (4.0), ENG-UF-WB (4.0), ENGYM-M23.2 (4.0) 
Proseminar, SWS: 2, ECTS: 4, Max. Teilnehmer: 20 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mo wöch 14:00 16:00 c.t. 18.05.2026 13.07.2026 Gruppe 1 S 0.08 Döhrer Seminar starts on 

May, 18, 2026 
Mo Wpch 16:00 18:00 c.t. 18.05.2026 13.07.2026 Gruppe 2 R 006 Döhrer Seiminar starts on 

May 18, 2026 
 
The course explores representative 20th- and 21st-century American fiction, poems, and plays. 
Taught in seminar format and based on reading, discussion, and active participation, it studies 
literary texts in their respective historical and cultural contexts as well as from the perspective of 
current scholarly debates in the field. Exploring movements and concepts such as realism, 
modernism, postmodernism, and cultural pluralism and reformatory impulses, the course deepens 
students’ knowledge and research skills with regard to American literary history, cultural and 
literary concepts. Students are expected to read and actively prepare the assigned texts.  
Course requirement: oral presentation, incl. presentation handout and/or PowerPoint 
presentation.   
Credit requirement: an 8- to 10-page (3,500 to 4,500-word) research paper in English.  
Required texts: Baym, Nina, et al., eds. The Norton Anthology of American Literature. 8th ed. Vols. 
C, D, and E. New York: Norton, 2012. Print. Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby. Penguin, 2000. 
(Penguin Modern Classics, ISBN-13: 978-0141182636). Print. Additional required texts will be 
announced in the first course session. 
 
35831 Young, Black, and Un/Seen: Race, Racism, and Agency on Screen. 

 
            Hebel-Bauridl 

Module: AMST-M23.2 (4.0), ENG-UF-WB (4.0) 
Proseminar, SWS: 2, ECTS: 4, Max. Teilnehmer: 20 
Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Do wöch. 12:00 14:00 c.t. 16.04.2026 16.07.2026  ZH 6 Hebel-Bauridl  
 
Focusing on race, racism, and agency, this seminar explores how contemporary American (and 
some German) films and series depict the lives of young Black and migrant identities. We will 
examine how media portray structural racism, white privilege, acts of discrimination and violence, 
and social barriers, while also highlighting resilience, empowerment, and self-determination. We 
will scrutinize examples such as Precious (2009), The Hate U Give (2018), Raising Dion (2019), Harlem 
(2021), Dear White People (2017-2021), Berlin Alexanderplatz (2020), or Made in Germany (2024). 
These case studies illuminate adolescence, college life, and young adulthood and the formation 
of identity. They discuss how young people of color navigate racism, exclusion, inequality, 
migration, pressure, and expectations in educational, economic, social, cultural, and political 
realms and in the context of friends and family. Our analysis of these examples will be backed by 
concepts and theories from Critical Race Theory and Critical Whiteness Studies, which will enable 
students to think critically about how media, storytelling, and visual style shape perceptions of 
race, racism, migration, and youth empowerment. 
Course requirement: oral presentation, incl. presentation handout and/or PowerPoint 
presentation. 
Credit requirement: An 8- to 10-page research paper (3,500 to 4,500-words) in English. Required 
texts: Information on the required texts will be announced in the first course session. 
 
35832 Political Institutions of the US 

 
                  Stetler 

Module: AMST-M23.1 (4.0), ENG-UF-WB (4.0) 
Proseminar, SWS: 2, ECTS: 4, Max. Teilnehmer: 20 
Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Do wöch. 12:00 14:00 c.t. 16.04.2026 16.07.2026  ZH 6 Stetler  
 
This proseminar offers a critical introduction to the political institutions of the United States, 
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examined through the lens of current events. We will explore the foundations of American 
government and the roles and interactions of the executive, legislative, and judicial branches, as 
well as the dynamics of federalism and state power. Special attention will be paid to how these 
institutions are responding—or failing to respond—to mounting internal and external challenges. 
Key themes include the fragility of democratic norms, partisan polarization, the erosion of public 
trust in institutions, and the increasing use of executive power. Questions we will explore include: 
How resilient is the American political system in the face of disinformation, populism, and political 
violence? What do widening partisan divisions mean for national unity? Can the Constitution 
accommodate the stresses of a hyper-polarized society? Students are expected to engage with 
ongoing media coverage, interpret complex political developments, and participate actively in 
guided discussions. This course is designed not only to provide a working understanding of 
American government but also to question whether the system still "works" and what its future 
might look like in an era of democratic uncertainty. 
Course requirement: team-leading a class discussion 
Credit requirement: an 8- to 10-page research paper (MLA 8; 3,500–4,500 words) in English 
Readings: Materials will be available on GRIPS. 
 

Graduate Seminars in American Studies (formerly Cultural Studies Advanced) 
 
35837 Cultural Studies Advanced (LA): Moments That Made America Stetler 
Module: ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0) 
Proseminar, SWS: 2, ECTS: 4, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Do wöch. 14:00 16:00 c.t. 16.04.2026 16.07.2026  ZH5 Stetler  

 
This course examines key moments in U.S. American history that shaped national identity, political 
culture, and everyday life. Using presidential administrations as a loose chronological guide, the 
course emphasizes social movements, cultural change, and lived experience over political 
biography. Wars, reform efforts, economic transformation, technological innovation, and protest 
are explored alongside moments of creativity, expansion, and renewal. 
We will study how Americans experienced events such as westward expansion, emancipation, 
industrial growth, global war, economic recovery, environmental reform, and cultural realignment. 
Readings pair academic essays on the presidency with cultural analysis of defining historical 
moments, drawing attention to the home front, popular media, public memory, and debate. In 
recognition of the nation’s 250th anniversary, the course invites students to reflect on how 
Americans have repeatedly redefined freedom, opportunity, and belonging. 
By situating political power within broader cultural contexts, the course offers a survey of U.S. history 
that highlights not only conflict and failure, but also adaptation, imagination, and the ideas that 
continue to shape American life. 
Course requirement: short reports and one presentation 
Credit requirement: an 8- to 10-page research paper (MLA 8; 3,500–4,500 words) in English 
Readings: Materials will be available on GRIPS. 
 
 
35841 #BlackGirlMagic between Power and Appropriation (Topics in Mobilities and Cultural 

Transfers, EAS-M4) 
          Hebel-Bauridl 

Module: EAS-M4.1 (8.0), EAS-M4.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0), EGW-M09.3  

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 
Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Do wöch 14:00 16:00 c.t.    PT 1.0.2 Hebel-Bauridl  
 
This advanced seminar explores #BlackGirlMagic, a contemporary concept and phenomenon 
that originated as a hashtag in US Black feminism and social media activism. #BlackGirlMagic 
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celebrates the resilience, strength, creativity, beauty, and achievements of Black girls and women 
in the face of systemic oppression. Since its viral emergence in 2013, the concept has circulated 
globally, shaping film, music, visual culture, social media, as well as the commercial world. Thus, it 
also raises critical questions about appropriation, commodification, colorblindness, and exclusion. 
In this seminar, students will analyze #BlackGirlMagic in films and series such as Fast Color (2018), 
Miss Juneteenth (2020), and Bridgerton (2020 ff.) alongside public personae like Beyoncé, Rihanna, 
and Michelle Obama or visual artists like Mickalene Thomas, Simone Leigh, and Deana Lawson. 
These case studies show multiple forms of Black female power—from intergenerational resilience 
and self determination to everyday empowerment, from economic success to knowledge, from 
affirmation of Black female beauty to stylized visibility. At the same time, the course examples 
prompt discussion of the limits and risks of the concept of #BlackGirlMagic such as 
commodification, de-humanization, cultural expectations, and systemic inequality. In addition, 
the seminar will consider emerging perspectives from Germany, including diasporic 
documentation, art, and theory to explore how #BlackGirlMagic is expressed in European 
American contexts. Students will deepen their knowledge in Critical Race Theory and Black 
Feminist Theory and Intersectionality and will thus be enabled to critically examine how 
#BlackGirlMagic operates as lived experience, fictionalized narrative, and political idea. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages).  
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de)    
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 
35842 Zombies, Tricksters, Duppies, and Soucouyants: Caribbean Culture and its Monsters  

(Topics in Spaces, Regions, Spheres, EAS-M3) 
                    Dexl 

Module: EAS-M3.1 (8.0), EAS-M3.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), ENGYM-
M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0) 

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 
Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mi wöch 16:00 18:00 c.t.    ZH 4 Dexl  
 
Mythical figurations, posthuman assemblages, and gothic hauntings abound in the Caribbean. 
Focusing on literary writing, film and television, visual culture, and cultural performance, this 
seminar examines the monsters that populate the Caribbean and explores the cultural work they 
perform. 
We will engage a range of critical perspectives and theoretical frameworks – from postcolonial 
criticism and gender studies to environmental criticism – to situate and analyze monstrous bodies, 
malevolent spirits, and mythical tricksters within four interrelated contexts: racial capitalism, 
environmental and ecological formations, gender ideologies, and regimes of knowledge 
production. 
Materials for discussion will include contemporary speculative short fiction by authors like Edwidge 
Danticat (“Nineteen Thirty-Seven”), Junot Díaz (“Monstro”), Andy Duncan (“Zora and the 
Zombie”), and Nalo Hopkinson (“Inselberg”); Zora Neale Hurston’s travelogue Tell My Horse: 
Voodoo and Life in Haiti and Jamaica (1938); selected films like Zombi Child (dir. Bertrand Bonello, 
2020), White Zombie (dir. Victor Halperin; 1932), and The Divine Horsemen: The Living Gods of Haiti 
(dir. Cherel Ito, Teiji Ito, Maya Deren, documentary; recordings 1947–1954); music; painting and 
photography; oral storytelling; and the carnivalesque traditions of the Caribbean. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages).  
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de)   
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 
35843 Citizens, Refugees, Humans (Topics in Politics and Responsibilities, EAS-M5)                   Janzen 

 
Module: EAS-M5.1 (8.0), EAS-M5.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), 

ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0); EUST-M106.1; OWS-KUL-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-KUL-M01.2 (8.0); OWS-KUL-
M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-KUL-M01.1/2 (4.0);   OWS-LIT-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-LIT-M01.2 (8.0); OWS-LIT-M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-LIT-
M01.1/2 (4.0);  OWS-POL-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-POL-M01.2 (8.0);  OWS-POL-M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-POL-M01.1/2 (4.0);   

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 
Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 19.05.2026 19.05.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 02.06.2026 02.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 09.06.2026 09.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 16.06.2026 16.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 23.06.2026 23.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 30.06.2026 30.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 07.07.2026 07.07.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 14.07.2026 14.07.2026  H 48 Janzen  
 
The modern framework of citizenship in nation-states created the category of “refugee." The 
“refugee regime” established in the twentieth century seeks to establish internationally accepted 
rights-based norms for people who have had to flee their homes. Since citizens may more easily 
access legally defined rights, however, they enjoy greater opportunities to have their agency 
recognized as enacting humanness than refugees do. 
In this class, we will draw on literary and philosophical texts (among other documents) to examine 
the intertwining relationship of refugee and citizen, and the distinct ways in which each category 
offers insight into what it means to be human. Finally, we move to consider whether, in a global 
context in which rights-based norms are eroding, the category of “citizen” continues to serve as a 
useful model for measuring human-ness, and what alternative ways of thinking about human in 
community there might be. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages). 
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de) 
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 
35840 Conceptualizing Ecological Futures: Utopian and Dystopian Visions  

(Topics in Politics and Responsibilities, EAS-M5) 
                 Blazan 

Module: EAS-M5.1 (8.0); EAS-M5.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32.3 (7.0) 

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 
Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mi wöch 10:00 12:00 c.t.    - Blazan Zoom 
 
Fiction has always sought to create other worlds, either full of promising, paradisal allure, or laden 
with doom and disaster. What specifically characterizes these kinds of narratives, which seem to 
seek not to represent present-day reality as it is but to create a total system that is either alternative 
to current conditions, or presages a terrible future? Both utopian and dystopian fictions do reflect 
the actual contexts in which they were written, bearing the imprint of social tensions, hopes, and 
fears, or perhaps even aiming to show that (in the case of dystopias) we have already arrived at 
the nightmare to come, or that (in utopian dreams) we have the capacity to transcend existing 
injustices and abuses. In this course, we will cover the history of modern utopian and dystopian 

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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literature with an ecological focus from the Renaissance to the present, including the role of 
technology, the environment, and political and economic systems of thought. Our goal will also 
be to see how such texts examine the problems affecting their own historical moment. How did 
the perception of the nature of an ideal / defective society change? We will think about the 
values of literary utopias and dystopias for social theory. Our final goal will be to imagine differently. 
What kinds of stories are going to shift the prevailing narrative of what it means to be human? 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages). 
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de) 
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor 
 
 
Graduate Seminars in American Studies (Hauptseminare, LA/BA) 
35841 #BlackGirlMagic between Power and Appropriation (Topics in Mobilities and Cultural 

Transfers, EAS-M4) 
Hebel-Bauridl 

Module: EAS-M4.1 (8.0), EAS-M4.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0), EGW-M09.3  

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Do wöch 14:00 16:00 c.t.    PT 1.0.2 Hebel-Bauridl  

 
This advanced seminar explores #BlackGirlMagic, a contemporary concept and phenomenon 
that originated as a hashtag in US Black feminism and social media activism. #BlackGirlMagic 
celebrates the resilience, strength, creativity, beauty, and achievements of Black girls and women 
in the face of systemic oppression. Since its viral emergence in 2013, the concept has circulated 
globally, shaping film, music, visual culture, social media, as well as the commercial world. Thus, it 
also raises critical questions about appropriation, commodification, colorblindness, and exclusion. 
In this seminar, students will analyze #BlackGirlMagic in films and series such as Fast Color (2018), 
Miss Juneteenth (2020), and Bridgerton (2020 ff.) alongside public personae like Beyoncé, Rihanna, 
and Michelle Obama or visual artists like Mickalene Thomas, Simone Leigh, and Deana Lawson. 
These case studies show multiple forms of Black female power—from intergenerational resilience 
and self determination to everyday empowerment, from economic success to knowledge, from 
affirmation of Black female beauty to stylized visibility. At the same time, the course examples 
prompt discussion of the limits and risks of the concept of #BlackGirlMagic such as 
commodification, de-humanization, cultural expectations, and systemic inequality. In addition, 
the seminar will consider emerging perspectives from Germany, including diasporic 
documentation, art, and theory to explore how #BlackGirlMagic is expressed in European 
American contexts. Students will deepen their knowledge in Critical Race Theory and Black 
Feminist Theory and Intersectionality and will thus be enabled to critically examine how 
#BlackGirlMagic operates as lived experience, fictionalized narrative, and political idea. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages).  
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de)    

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 
35842 Zombies, Tricksters, Duppies, and Soucouyants: Caribbean Culture and its Monsters (Topics in 

Spaces, Regions, Spheres, EAS-M3) 
Dexl 

Module: EAS-M3.1 (8.0), EAS-M3.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0) 

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mi wöch 16:00 18:00 c.t.    ZH 4 Dexl  

 
Mythical figurations, posthuman assemblages, and gothic hauntings abound in the Caribbean. 
Focusing on literary writing, film and television, visual culture, and cultural performance, this 
seminar examines the monsters that populate the Caribbean and explores the cultural work they 
perform. 
We will engage a range of critical perspectives and theoretical frameworks – from postcolonial 
criticism and gender studies to environmental criticism – to situate and analyze monstrous bodies, 
malevolent spirits, and mythical tricksters within four interrelated contexts: racial capitalism, 
environmental and ecological formations, gender ideologies, and regimes of knowledge 
production. 
Materials for discussion will include contemporary speculative short fiction by authors like Edwidge 
Danticat (“Nineteen Thirty-Seven”), Junot Díaz (“Monstro”), Andy Duncan (“Zora and the 
Zombie”), and Nalo Hopkinson (“Inselberg”); Zora Neale Hurston’s travelogue Tell My Horse: 
Voodoo and Life in Haiti and Jamaica (1938); selected films like Zombi Child (dir. Bertrand Bonello, 
2020), White Zombie (dir. Victor Halperin; 1932), and The Divine Horsemen: The Living Gods of Haiti 
(dir. Cherel Ito, Teiji Ito, Maya Deren, documentary; recordings 1947–1954); music; painting and 
photography; oral storytelling; and the carnivalesque traditions of the Caribbean. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages).  
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de)   
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 

35843 Citizens, Refugees, Humans  
(Topics in Politics and Responsibilities, EAS-M5) Janzen 

Module: EAS-M5.1 (8.0), EAS-M5.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0); EUST-M106.1; OWS-KUL-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-KUL-M01.2 (8.0); OWS-KUL-
M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-KUL-M01.1/2 (4.0);   OWS-LIT-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-LIT-M01.2 (8.0); OWS-LIT-M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-LIT-
M01.1/2 (4.0);  OWS-POL-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-POL-M01.2 (8.0);  OWS-POL-M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-POL-M01.1/2 (4.0);   

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 19.05.2026 19.05.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 02.06.2026 02.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 09.06.2026 09.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 16.06.2026 16.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 23.06.2026 23.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 30.06.2026 30.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 07.07.2026 07.07.2026  H 48 Janzen  
Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 14.07.2026 14.07.2026  H 48 Janzen  

 
The modern framework of citizenship in nation-states created the category of “refugee." The 

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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“refugee regime” established in the twentieth century seeks to establish internationally accepted 
rights-based norms for people who have had to flee their homes. Since citizens may more easily 
access legally defined rights, however, they enjoy greater opportunities to have their agency 
recognized as enacting humanness than refugees do. 
In this class, we will draw on literary and philosophical texts (among other documents) to examine 
the intertwining relationship of refugee and citizen, and the distinct ways in which each category 
offers insight into what it means to be human. Finally, we move to consider whether, in a global 
context in which rights-based norms are eroding, the category of “citizen” continues to serve as a 
useful model for measuring human-ness, and what alternative ways of thinking about human in 
community there might be. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages). 
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de) 
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 
35840 Conceptualizing Ecological Futures: Utopian and Dystopian Visions (Topics in Politics and 

Responsibilities, EAS-M5) 
Blazan 

Module: EAS-M5.1 (8.0); EAS-M5.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32.3 (7.0) 

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mi wöch 10:00 12:00 c.t.    - Blazan Zoom 

 
Fiction has always sought to create other worlds, either full of promising, paradisal allure, or laden 
with doom and disaster. What specifically characterizes these kinds of narratives, which seem to 
seek not to represent present-day reality as it is but to create a total system that is either alternative 
to current conditions, or presages a terrible future? Both utopian and dystopian fictions do reflect 
the actual contexts in which they were written, bearing the imprint of social tensions, hopes, and 
fears, or perhaps even aiming to show that (in the case of dystopias) we have already arrived at 
the nightmare to come, or that (in utopian dreams) we have the capacity to transcend existing 
injustices and abuses. In this course, we will cover the history of modern utopian and dystopian 
literature with an ecological focus from the Renaissance to the present, including the role of 
technology, the environment, and political and economic systems of thought. Our goal will also 
be to see how such texts examine the problems affecting their own historical moment. How did 
the perception of the nature of an ideal / defective society change? We will think about the 
values of literary utopias and dystopias for social theory. Our final goal will be to imagine differently. 
What kinds of stories are going to shift the prevailing narrative of what it means to be human? 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages). 
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de) 
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 
 
 

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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35845 Review American Literature Bittl, Döhrer; Heger 
Module: ENG-UF-WB (1.0), ENRS-M22.3 (1.0) 
Seminar, SWS: 1, ECTS: 1, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Di wöch 12:

00 
13:00 c.t. 19.05.2026 14.07.2026 Gruppe 1 VG 2.38 Döhrer  Seminar starts on May 

19, 20206 
Mi wöch. 19:

00 
20:00 c.t. 15.05.2026 15.07.2026 Gruppe 2 ZH6 Bittl Seminar starts on 

April 29 
tba Blockkurs    tba tba Gruppe 3 tba Heger Blockseminar end of 

semester 
 
Discussing selected exemplary texts, the course reviews American literary and cultural history from 
colonial times through the immediate present. Participants are expected to have acquired a solid 
and broad knowledge of American literary and cultural history and theory in the course of their 
studies by attending both mandatory and additional courses. The review course builds in particular 
on the two Proseminare in American literature and the lecture course American Literary History.  
Course requirement: oral presentation.   
Credit requirement: presentation handout. 
Course text: All course materials will be available via GRIPS. Baym, Nina, et al., eds. The Norton 
Anthology of American Literature. 8th ed. New York: Norton, 2012. Print. 

35850 Seminar für Examenskandidat:innen Depkat 
Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 20 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Do 14-tägig 18:00 20:00 c.t. 16.04.2026 09.07.2026  PT 1.0.2* Depkat  

Writing an “akademische Abschlussarbeit” is a challenging task that is prone to make you lonely. 
Presenting one’s project to others, and having it discussed by fellow students helps a lot to clarify 
things and overcome loneliness. With this seminar, I want to offer students who are either in the 
process of writing their Abschlussarbeit or about to begin with it the opportunity to present their 
projects to an interested audience. 
35958 Presentation B.A. (American Studies) Hebel-Bauridl 
Module: AMST-M31.1 (3.0), ENLI-M31.1 (3.0), ENG-UF-WB  
Seminar, SWS: 2, ECTS: 3, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mi wöch 16:00 18:00 c.t 15.04.2026 15.07.2026  ZH6 Hebel-Bauridl  

 
This research course focuses on American Studies; it is open to students in the BA programs 
American Studies and English Linguistics. Students writing their Zulassungsarbeit in American Studies 
may be admitted to the course after prior consultation with Dr. Hebel-Bauridl. The course centers 
on methodological, structural, and strategic issues of academic research. In this context, it 
provides students in the BA programs with the opportunity to present the current, work-in-progress 
state of their BA theses, to debate their own questions, and to receive constructive feedback in a 
scholarly, safe environment among peers. Course Phase 1 discusses major elements of academic 
research such as ‘agenda,’ ‘corpus,’ ‘method,’ ‘theory’ etc. as well as the writing process itself. It 
introduces students to the formats of scholarly research presentations and research proposals as 
well as to strategies to use these formats to improve their B.A. research. Course Phase 2 is 
dedicated to discussing students’ individual current stage in their research and writing process 
and individual strategies of using the upcoming presentation in this course to improve their 
research and writing. In Course Phase 3, students actually present the current stage of their 
projects in thematically organized workshops. 
Course requirements: course presentations (informal and formal). 
Credit requirement: research proposal—handout (app. 5pp.). 



 

15 

Seminars in European American Studies 
 
35841 #BlackGirlMagic between Power and Appropriation  

(Topics in Mobilities and Cultural Transfers, EAS-M4) 
          Hebel-Bauridl 

Module: EAS-M4.1 (8.0), EAS-M4.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0), EGW-M09.3  

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 

Do wöch 14:00 16:00 c.t.    PT 1.0.2 Hebel-Bauridl  

 
This advanced seminar explores #BlackGirlMagic, a contemporary concept and phenomenon 
that originated as a hashtag in US Black feminism and social media activism. #BlackGirlMagic 
celebrates the resilience, strength, creativity, beauty, and achievements of Black girls and women 
in the face of systemic oppression. Since its viral emergence in 2013, the concept has circulated 
globally, shaping film, music, visual culture, social media, as well as the commercial world. Thus, it 
also raises critical questions about appropriation, commodification, colorblindness, and exclusion. 
In this seminar, students will analyze #BlackGirlMagic in films and series such as Fast Color (2018), 
Miss Juneteenth (2020), and Bridgerton (2020 ff.) alongside public personae like Beyoncé, Rihanna, 
and Michelle Obama or visual artists like Mickalene Thomas, Simone Leigh, and Deana Lawson. 
These case studies show multiple forms of Black female power—from intergenerational resilience 
and self determination to everyday empowerment, from economic success to knowledge, from 
affirmation of Black female beauty to stylized visibility. At the same time, the course examples 
prompt discussion of the limits and risks of the concept of #BlackGirlMagic such as 
commodification, de-humanization, cultural expectations, and systemic inequality. In addition, 
the seminar will consider emerging perspectives from Germany, including diasporic 
documentation, art, and theory to explore how #BlackGirlMagic is expressed in European 
American contexts. Students will deepen their knowledge in Critical Race Theory and Black 
Feminist Theory and Intersectionality and will thus be enabled to critically examine how 
#BlackGirlMagic operates as lived experience, fictionalized narrative, and political idea. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages).  
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de)    
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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35842 Zombies, Tricksters, Duppies, and Soucouyants: Caribbean Culture and its Monsters  
(Topics in Spaces, Regions, Spheres, EAS-M3) 

                    Dexl 

Module: EAS-M3.1 (8.0), EAS-M3.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), ENGYM-
M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0) 

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 

Mi wöch 16:00 18:00 c.t.    ZH 4 Dexl  

 
Mythical figurations, posthuman assemblages, and gothic hauntings abound in the Caribbean. 
Focusing on literary writing, film and television, visual culture, and cultural performance, this 
seminar examines the monsters that populate the Caribbean and explores the cultural work they 
perform. 
We will engage a range of critical perspectives and theoretical frameworks – from postcolonial 
criticism and gender studies to environmental criticism – to situate and analyze monstrous bodies, 
malevolent spirits, and mythical tricksters within four interrelated contexts: racial capitalism, 
environmental and ecological formations, gender ideologies, and regimes of knowledge 
production. 
Materials for discussion will include contemporary speculative short fiction by authors like Edwidge 
Danticat (“Nineteen Thirty-Seven”), Junot Díaz (“Monstro”), Andy Duncan (“Zora and the 
Zombie”), and Nalo Hopkinson (“Inselberg”); Zora Neale Hurston’s travelogue Tell My Horse: 
Voodoo and Life in Haiti and Jamaica (1938); selected films like Zombi Child (dir. Bertrand Bonello, 
2020), White Zombie (dir. Victor Halperin; 1932), and The Divine Horsemen: The Living Gods of Haiti 
(dir. Cherel Ito, Teiji Ito, Maya Deren, documentary; recordings 1947–1954); music; painting and 
photography; oral storytelling; and the carnivalesque traditions of the Caribbean. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages).  
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de)   
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 
 

35843 Citizens, Refugees, Humans   
(Topics in Politics and Responsibilities, EAS-M5) 

                 Janzen 

Module: EAS-M5.1 (8.0), EAS-M5.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST-M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32A.3 (7.0); EUST-M106.1; OWS-KUL-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-KUL-M01.2 (8.0); OWS-KUL-
M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-KUL-M01.1/2 (4.0);   OWS-LIT-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-LIT-M01.2 (8.0); OWS-LIT-M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-LIT-
M01.1/2 (4.0);  OWS-POL-M01.1 (8.0); OWS-POL-M01.2 (8.0);  OWS-POL-M01.1/2 (4.0); OWS-POL-M01.1/2 (4.0);   

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 

Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 19.05.2026 19.05.2026  H 48 Janzen  

Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 02.06.2026 02.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  

Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 09.06.2026 09.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  

Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 16.06.2026 16.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  

Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 23.06.2026 23.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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Di einzel 14:00 18:00 c.t. 30.06.2026 30.06.2026  H 48 Janzen  

Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 07.07.2026 07.07.2026  H 48 Janzen  

Di einzel 14:00 16:00 c.t. 14.07.2026 14.07.2026  H 48 Janzen  

 
The modern framework of citizenship in nation-states created the category of “refugee." The 
“refugee regime” established in the twentieth century seeks to establish internationally accepted 
rights-based norms for people who have had to flee their homes. Since citizens may more easily 
access legally defined rights, however, they enjoy greater opportunities to have their agency 
recognized as enacting humanness than refugees do. 
In this class, we will draw on literary and philosophical texts (among other documents) to examine 
the intertwining relationship of refugee and citizen, and the distinct ways in which each category 
offers insight into what it means to be human. Finally, we move to consider whether, in a global 
context in which rights-based norms are eroding, the category of “citizen” continues to serve as a 
useful model for measuring human-ness, and what alternative ways of thinking about human in 
community there might be. 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 
Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages). 
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de) 
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 

35840 Conceptualizing Ecological Futures: Utopian and Dystopian Visions  
(Topics in Politics and Responsibilities, EAS-M5) 

                  Blazan 

Module: EAS-M5.1 (8.0); EAS-M5.2 (8.0), EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0), AMST-M32.2 (5.0), AMST M32.3 (7.0), 
ENGYM-M32A.2 (5.0), ENGYM-M32.3 (7.0) 

Seminar, SWS: 2, Max. Teilnehmer: 15 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 

Mi wöch 10:00 12:00 c.t.    - Blazan Zoom 

 
Fiction has always sought to create other worlds, either full of promising, paradisal allure, or laden 
with doom and disaster. What specifically characterizes these kinds of narratives, which seem to 
seek not to represent present-day reality as it is but to create a total system that is either alternative 
to current conditions, or presages a terrible future? Both utopian and dystopian fictions do reflect 
the actual contexts in which they were written, bearing the imprint of social tensions, hopes, and 
fears, or perhaps even aiming to show that (in the case of dystopias) we have already arrived at 
the nightmare to come, or that (in utopian dreams) we have the capacity to transcend existing 
injustices and abuses. In this course, we will cover the history of modern utopian and dystopian 
literature with an ecological focus from the Renaissance to the present, including the role of 
technology, the environment, and political and economic systems of thought. Our goal will also 
be to see how such texts examine the problems affecting their own historical moment. How did 
the perception of the nature of an ideal / defective society change? We will think about the 
values of literary utopias and dystopias for social theory. Our final goal will be to imagine differently. 
What kinds of stories are going to shift the prevailing narrative of what it means to be human? 
Credit requirement CSAdv. (LA/BA): advanced academic writings in English (research paper of 
ca. 10 pp.). 

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf
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Credit requirement HS LA/BA: advanced academic writings in English (ca. 15 pages). 
Credit requirement master's program: prior to WS 2018/19: presentation and final research paper 
(ca. 15 pages for 8 CP or ca. 20 pages for 10 CP, depending on credit type); master's program as 
of WS 2018/19: presentation and proposal for a possible research paper (5 pp.). Please also check 
the module catalogs: Modulbeschreibungen (uni-regensburg.de) 
Announcements on course materials will be made in the first session. For requirements in other 
programs, pls. consult the instructor. 

 

Kurse anderer Lehrstühle und Institute im Master-Programm MEAS 
(Courses Offered by Other Departments for our M.A. Program MEAS) 
 
33210 Lecture Series: Sport. Politics. Conflict: Entanglements of Hard and Soft Power Brunnbauer, Vickers 

Module: EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0) 

Vorlesung, SWS 2 

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
Mi wöch 14 16 c.t    H5  English and German 

Course description: Please see online course catalog (SPUR). 
 
11568 The Song of Songs in the Jewish Tradition Lieber 
Module: EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0) 

Bockseminar 
Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
April 

17-19 
- 9:30 16:30 s.t.    W 113 Lieber English 

Course description: Please see online course catalog (SPUR). 

 
11564 Jewish Regensburg  Hallinger 
Module: EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0) 

Bockseminar  

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
June
12-14 

- 9:30 16:30 s.t.    Meeting point: 
Synagogue old 
city center (Am 
Brixener Hof 2) 

Hallinger English 

Course description: Please see online course catalog (SPUR). 

 
11564 Human Rights and Atrocity in Global Literatures  Ho 
Module: EAS-M7.2 (7.0), EAS-M8.1 (7.0), EAS-M8.2 (7.0) 

Bockseminar  

Day Rhyth. von bis Zeit Anfangsdatum Enddatum Gruppe Raum Lehrperson Bemerkung 
May 
June 

Selected 
block 

sessions 
Fr + Sat 

10:00 15:00 s.t.    Check SPUR Janice Ho English 

Course description: Please see online course catalog (SPUR). 

https://www.uni-regensburg.de/assets/language-literature-culture/american-studies/master/eas_master_ws1819.pdf

